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When is Chinese New Year 2009?
Chinese New Year falls on Monday, January 26th 2009.

The Chinese New Year that is celebrated for about fifteen days is the time
of the year when the whole nation feels united as they can imagine each

otherds enjoyment. |In 2009, the Chinese

26" of January 2009. As everyone is aware of its significance, the working
people in China and Hong Kong can take a week of holidays so that they

can join the company of their near and dear ones and a feast with their
family members on Chinese New Yearos

Our Ship Vancouver Officers would like to take this opportunity to say
Happy Chinese New Year! | hope that you all have an enjoyable time over
the Year of Ox.

Patrick Lai

Captain of Ship Vancouver

Message from Skipper In Charge

Happy Chinese New Year to all members and their families. It is hard to believe that nine months went by so
quick since | was appointed by Commodore Manfred as the Skipper In Charge of Ship Vancouver.

My definition of scouting is Camping, Friendship, Pioneering, Fun, Meeting new Friends, and Awesome, be-
ing Independent, Learning Survival, Helping Others, Cooking, Excellent, Never Boring, Leadership, Alive,
Endurance, and Self Confidence. One may ask, are we there yet? The answer is yes. Ship Vancouver is

sailing right on the target.

In order to help me become more familiar with Ship Vancouver, | will be giving the members and their par-
ents a few questions to answer. These questions are:

What makes Ship Vancouver so special?
What is your favorite activity or tradition of Ship Vancouver?
If you were the new Skipper In Charge of Ship Vancouver, what is one thing that you would do?

All of the answers will be shared at our next newsletter. | would also like to give parents the opportunity to
discuss these questions at our parents meeting.

ev
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Scout and Venturer Sections

Ship Vancouveroés Scouts and Venturer Sections have a
mont hs. Letds flash backé

December 2008

On December 20, 2008, Ship Vancouver had a Christmas Party for all
sections. We had a pot-luck food contest, Christmas gifts scavenger

hunt, and a Christmas cake decoration contest! The scouts and ven-

turers enjoyed the Christmas cake decora-
tion contest a lot, in which each crew was

provided with a plain sponge cake and a

decorating their cakes with all types of ingre-
dients that crew members brought: candies,
sparkles, hedgehog chocolates, and even
mandarin oranges!

At night, the officers, Coxswain Mates, Cox-
swains and Boatswains had a formal Christ-
mas dinner at Ri chmo
Restaurant. Everyone, including the young
ones, dressed up elegantly and everyone
had such a good time that we did not want
to leave until the restaurant had to close for
the day!
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= January / February 2009

Ship Vancouverds Scouts and V.
history at the end of January - we held the first ever
Mount Seymour snow camp!

We had a 3 days snow camp at
forth Cabin on January 30th - February 1st. Our team

consisted of 22 people. Since there was no electricity

available in the cabin, Skipper Eugene managed to bor-

row a generator to brighten up our dark cabin! Even

though we had very mini mal he.
excitement filled the air and warmed all of us up signifi-
cantly!

On the second day, we joined Mount Sey-
mo u r aur sBowshoeing trip to learn about
winter survival skills. The scouts and ventur-
ers had a lot of fun when snowshoeing on the
slopes and building their very own temporary
shelter in the snow!

We then had a hot pot feast as our second
night dinner. We brought a total of 50 Ibs
beef and pork with us and we nearly finished
them all! We ended the second night with a
movie night - yes we watched a movie up on
Mount Seymour where there was no electric-
ity available! Thanks to Skipper Eugene
again - he made it possible by bringing his
laptop and a projector! We had great laughs

(and fear as well) watching Spongebob
Squarepants and a few short clips of ghost sto-
ries!

Our winter camp ended on the third day when

everyone worked together to clean up the camp

site and transported all equipments back to the

of ficerbés cars. We al so g
efforts which the parents have made to drive their

kids up and down the mountain in such harsh

weather condition - this camp would not have

been successful without your support!



